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SAVE THE DATE!  
 

The NET Ministries team will be returning 
again this January to lead everyone in great    
retreat! All scouts are invited, and you do 

not need to be working on a religious       
emblem to attend! 

5 Reasons to Come to the Scout Retreat: 

1) A temporary withdrawal from ordinary daily living 
to nourish one’s inner spiritual longings 

2) An active step toward embracing stillness of one’s 
soul 

3) A time out to deepen one’s journey towards realizing 
self 

4) A time out to contemplate and meditate in peaceful 
surroundings 

5) A requirement for working on Catholic Religious 
Emblems 

Registration information can be found on  

pages 7-10 of this newsletter! 

https://diopitt.org/scouting 

REMINDER: All adult applicants need to have 

their Diocese Youth Protection current before  

starting to counsel emblems at any time. 

https://www.facebook.com/CatholicCommitteeOnScoutingDioceseofPittsburgh/
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicCommitteeOnScoutingDioceseofPittsburgh/
https://diopitt.org/scouting
https://diopitt.org/scouting
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Family of God Workshop 

TBD 

As of now, we do not have a scheduled Family of 
God workshop in place.  However, if your girls 

are in second or third grade, they are               
eligible for this religious emblem!  

The  award can be earned with a group in a day, 
and the CCOS can provide materials for hosting  

a one day event.   

If you are interested in hosting this event, please contact our  
office!  Thank you! 

Religious Emblem Training  
Thursday, May 16, 2019  

St. Paul Seminary at 7:00 pm 

If you or someone you know is interested in working with Boy 
Scouts or Girl Scouts to obtain their Catholic Religious Award, 

this training is for you!   

At the training you will receive information about emblems as 
well as the materials, a patch, and a counselor guide.   

Please, call the CCOS office at (412)-456-3112 or email                 
scouting@diopitt.org to confirm your place at the training! 

Join us for a Meeting!  
Thursday, February 28, 2019 

St. Paul Seminary at 7:00 pm 

The Catholic Committee on Scout-
ing would like to invite you to a 
meeting! At this meeting we will 

discuss the Convocation and collect 
applications for religious awards. 
The CCOS can also hold board of 

reviews for religious emblems at this 
meeting, but please contact our   

office to request one ahead of time. 

High School Silent Retreat 

Sat, Feb. 9—Sun, Feb. 10, 2019 

Martina Spiritual Renewal Center  

5244 Clarwin Ave, West View, PA  15229 

CCOS’s Scouting Chaplain, Fr. Mike Ackerman, will once again 

be hosting a silent retreat for high school men.  This weekend 

will include Mass, adoration, dynamic talks, and solid brother-

hood.  There is no cost for this event.  To register, please visit 

this link here by January 25. 

Applications Due 
Friday, February 1, 2019 

Friday, March 1, 2019 

Please mark your calendars for the last days to submit applica-
tions for religious awards!  All adult applications are due by Feb-
ruary 1st and all youth applications are due by March 1st. There 
will be no exceptions.  Any applications submitted after these 

dates will not be con-
sidered.  

https://pghpriest.com/high-school-silent-retreat
https://pghpriest.com/high-school-silent-retreat
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A Message from the CCOS Chair 
 
 A few comments for this newsletter… Interesting times we are moving through, with 

the changes that continue to occur within our group and some that occur beyond us that im-

pact us. We continue to pray for guidance and continued direction on our mission working 

with Scouts.  

 The call number and contact email address for our office has been working without 

any problems over the past year. Please continue to contact us if you need any help from us.  

 We have not received feedback from the councils for Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts if the adjustments in 

the parishes have impacted the troops in the councils. We continue to support the counselors working with 

scouts. We do not have a number of scouts working on emblems this year; we only get that information after 

the first of the year when we plan the retreat and in March when we get applications for awards.  

 As the national Boy Scout program continues to go through changes, we will keep you informed as we 

get updates.  

 As we get more information about these topics, we will get the information to you. 

 Thank you all very much for continued support for the scouts and the adults who work with scouts and 

those who support the scout programs in many ways. I hope you all have a blessed holiday season - Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year to all, may you have a healthy and wonderful New Year!  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gerri Maurer 
Chair for the Catholic Committee on Scouting 

I apologize for the inconvenience! 
 

Many of you have been involved with the Catholic Committee on Scouting for quite a while, so you may know that the 
Newsletter comes out in a timely manner.  However, this issue has not, and I would like to apologize.  The holidays are 

very busy for everyone, but they can be even more hectic when studying for two weeks worth of finals beforehand.  
While this does not make the Newsletter get to you any earlier,  and it does not excuse my lapse in communication, I do 
hope that you can forgive its lateness.  If you have any questions or concerns about the upcoming retreat, please let us 

know, and we will get back to you  quickly. (Very quickly!) 
 

Thank you for your patience, and I apologize again! 
 

I hope you have a merry Christmas season and Happy 2019. 
 

Your Fellow Scout and Scrambling College Student, 
 

Christine Mellick, Communications Chair 
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A Message from the Boy Scout Chair 

 

Dear CCOS Member, 

 For only the second time in 17 years of being a Religious Emblem 

Counselor I have not had a class of Scouts to counsel a Religious Emblem 

for.  Despite my efforts of advertising in my troop and three church bulletins, I got only 

one Scout interested and provided information on the Cub Scout program to one parent.  

Time to quit, I do not think so.  We are needed now more than ever. 

 Much has happened since the last column I wrote this summer.  Church Abuse Scandal, Diocesan   Re-

organization and the killings at the Tree of Life Synagogue.  After you read and pray about these situations, 

you must wonder what is wrong in this world.  Why are some priests, someone we look up to abusing people? 

What effect does this scandal have on future of the Church and the willingness of young men to become 

priests?  Why do people kill each other, even worse why in God’s house?  I do not know the answers to these, 

but I do know prayer will get us through this and hopefully make the Church stronger after we come out of the 

valley, we are now in.  Did you know attendance was up at many of our parishes, comparing October 2018 to 

October 2017?  Maybe people are seeing we do need God in our lives. 

 Being a Religious Emblems Counselor helps us to educate our young people about the real God (not 

the one you read about or hear about in the news or on the internet) who loves us and wants the very best for 

us all.  God is the one constant in all our lives and by sharing our Faith with others we can help change the 

world, a little at a time.  Do not give up the Faith or sharing of the Faith. 

 I am currently reading, for the second time. a book written by Dr. Jeanette Mary Magdalene, “Seduced 

by Christ”. Dr. Jeanette’s book is the story of a Modern Day Mystic.  She talks about her encounters with God 

growing up and  shares her amazing journey of Faith.  Her experiences with God are very direct for these 

modern-day times.  In the book we see her visions of Heaven, Hell and Purgatory.  She also shares her conver-

sations with God, Jesus and the Blessed Mother.   This book is a must read and quite interesting and shocking, 

at times.  Buy yourself and someone else this book for Christmas, you will not regret it! 

 In closing, thank you for what you do for Catholic Scouting and sharing your Faith with our young 

people. My wishes to you and your families for the peace and joy of Christ in your Christmas celebration. 
 

God bless, 

 

Bill 

*Reflections submitted 

by Bill Jenkins and 

Christine Mellick 
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Saturday January 12, 2019 Annual Scout Retreat 
St. Paul Seminary  

at 8:30am 

Friday February 1, 2019 
All applications due for     

Adult Awards  

*NO EXCEPTIONS! Any   
applications submitted after this 

date will not be considered. 

Saturday—Sunday February 22—23, 2019 
BS Leaders Event  

(GS invited) 
Flag Plaza 

Thursday February 28, 2019 General Meeting 
St. Paul Seminary  

at 7:00 pm 

Friday March 1, 2019 
All applications due for    

Youth Awards 

*NO EXCEPTIONS! Any    
applications submitted after this 

date will not be considered. 

Sunday  April 7, 2019 Annual Scout Convocation 
St. Paul Cathedral  

at 2:30 pm 

Thursday May 16, 2019 
BS/GS Religious Emblems 

Training 

St. Paul Seminary  

at 7:00 pm 

Thursday June 6, 2019 
Executive Board Meeting and 

Goal Setting 

St. Paul Seminary  

at 6:00 pm 

Calendar at a Glance 

In Memory 

  Michael S. Lahoff 

  Mike helped on many           

occasions for the Catholic 

Committee on Scouting.  

He was an active Religious      

Emblems Counselor, and 

helped at our retreats and Convocations. He 

will be missed, and we thank him for his     

service. 

Rev. Edward M. Czemerda 

Fr. Ed was an Associate Director for 

Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

from 1996 to 2002 and served as the 

interim Chaplain for the Catholic 

Committee on Scouting in 1999.  He 

also attended many Camporees as a Seminarian.  He 

was a great advocate for youth within the Diocese of 

Pittsburgh, and he will be remembered singing, danc-

ing, and praising the Lord! 
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Christ is Born! Wishing you a Merry Christmas 

Season and a Happy New Year! 

Love, 

The Catholic Committee on Scouting 

Bridget Zipfel 

Bob Zelleznick 
Melissa Cooper 
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Saturday, January 12, 2019 

Saturday, January 12, 2019 

(before January 9th then $15 after January 9th.) 
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Anchored in Hope 

There is no cross, big or small, in our life which the Lord does not share with us When storms rage, 

boats will rock. When you suffer, what or who is your anchor? This theme explores the power of 

being anchored in the hope of the resurrection in the midst of suffering.  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019 

Before January 9th  

($25 after January 9th) 

2018-19 
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January 12, 2019 



 10 

 


